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WASHINGTON STATE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
2017 BASIC MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 


Course Coordinators John Giudice/Rodney Rochon – Quartermaster/Tim Malkow 
AGENDA  


Session 1 – Richland   April 2 - 7, 2017 
Session 2 – Tacoma   May 14- 19, 2017 


 
 
Sunday                                  Time   Instructor/Session 
               (Subject to Change) 
 3:00 p.m. No classroom session - Launching / Boat Ramp     3 hours                       Coordinator/Session 
  *No Uniform                                                                                             Giudice  1 
            Rochon  2 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Monday RECREATIONAL VESSEL LAWS 
 


Instruction                       Time   Instructor/Session 
               (Subject to Change) 
8:00 a.m. Module 1 - Welcome       2 hours                        Coordinator/Session 
  General Information, Course Objectives, Pretest     Giudice  1 
      *Bring PFD’S to class                   Rochon  2 
           
   
10:00 a.m. Module 2 – Duties of a Marine Officer   1.5 hours  Dugan              1 
  And Team Coordination Training                                                                      Rochon             2 
 
   
11:30  LUNCH - (Bring PFD back to class) 
            
12:30 p.m. Module 3 - Vessel Registration    1 hour      Baker  1 


·RCW 88.02 Vessel Registration                  Sainati  2 
·WAC 308-93 Vessel Registration and         


  Certificates of Title        
             


1:30 p.m. Module 4 – General Regs; Req. Equip. for Vessels   2 hour     Dickinson/Hilliard 1  
  · RCW 79A.60 Regulation of Rec. Vessels      Norton/Dickinson 2  
  · WAC 352-60 WAC Rec. Vessel Equip. & Operation 
 
Instruction                              Time   Instructor/Session  


   
3:30 p.m. Module 5 - Vessel Inspections    1.5 hours  Hilliard  1 


Team Exercise on Vessel Inspections             Giudice  2 
       
5:00 p.m. Module 6 - Marlinspike and Knots    1 hour     Severson  1 
            Malkow  2 
  “Reminder” Start @ 8 am next day.       
  Be on station!  Assign teams….                               
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday          VESSEL OPERATION AND HANDLING 
 


Instruction                           Time          Instructor/Session 
               
 8:00 a.m. Module 5.2 - Vessel Inspections    2 hours               Hilliard  1 
            Giudice  2 
10:00 a.m.        Break          
       
10:15 a.m. Module 8 - Vessel Operation    1 hour                Norton  1 


  Boat Handling Characteristics,       Sainati  2  
    Prop and Jet Drives         
          
11:15 a.m. Overview of Practical Exercises   .25 hour   Hilliard  1 
            Norton  2 
11:30 a.m. LUNCH    
 
  Practical Exercises 
 
1:00 p.m. Vessel Operation Drills – Close Quarters Operation 4.5 hours   All Instructors     
 5:30 p.m. Docking, Maneuvering, Slalom Course,  
  Approaching Vessels, Bowing-Off, Open Water Ops 
 
6:00 p.m. DINNER  
 
8:00 p.m. - Module 9 – Pool Practical – Swim Test and  2 hours   Severson/Malkow 1  
10:00 p.m.    Officer Water Survival - Swimsuits, towel,          Dickinson/Hilliard 
  Agency-issue PFD, long-sleeve cotton button-up          
  Shirt, long cotton pants, and tennis shoes (no flip-flops).     
  All items must be clean.  Also bring your duty belt    Baker/Malkow 2 
  W/red gun & holster along with expired SBA if available.    Giudice/Rochon/ 
            Severson   
  ALL ITEMS WILL GET WET!   
 
 
 
 
                
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Wednesday     VESSEL ASSISTS AND TOWING 


 
Instruction/Location     Time   Instructor/Session 


               
 8:00 a.m. Module 10 - Coldwater Immersion and   1 hour   Severson 1 
  Hypothermia         Dugan  2  
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9:00 a.m.  Aquatic Invasive Species & Marine Mammals  1 hour    WDFW   1 
             Maschhoff 2 
 
10:00 a.m. Module 11 - Towing Techniques & Marlinspike   2 hour   Stowers  1 
  Boat Assignments and Overview of Exercises        Harris  2 
  
                       Lead instructor and coordinators for        Hilliard  1 
  Setting up scenarios on Wednesday morning.     Dickinson 2 
             
              
12:00 noon LUNCH 
 
  Practical Exercises  
 
1:00 -   Towing Drills, Boat Operation/Handling, &     4 hours   All Instructors 
5:00 p.m.  Vessel Inspections 
 
                         DINNER 
 
7:00 -  Module 12 - Evening Session    2 hours   Harris  1 
9:00 p.m. WAC 352-60 Recreational Vessel Equipment      Rochon  2 
   And Operation - Steering “Rules of the Road”,       


Sound Signals, Navigation Lights,          
  


________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday         VESSEL ENFORCEMENT 
 


Instruction/Location     Time   Instructor/Session 
                          
                        Lead instructor and coordinators for       All Instructors + 
    Set-up on Thursday morning.       Downs  1 
            Malkow  2 
  
      
 
8:00 -  Module 13 - Patrol Techniques & Operating Regs. 2 hours      Dugan/Norton 1 
10:00 a.m. Operational & Moving Violations -      Dugan/Sainati   2 


Chapter 79A.60 RCW Vessel OUI, Negligent/Reckless      
Operation, Eluding, Homicide by Watercraft, PWC, 
Overloading, Muffler     
 


10:15 a.m.        Module 15 - Accident Reporting Requirements   1 hours   Baker  1      
Investigation           Rochon  2                


                                                       
  Enforcement Scenarios          Downs   1 
            Malkow  2 
 
11:45 a.m. LUNCH           
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1:00 p.m.  On-Water Enforcement Scenarios &   4 hours    All Instructors + 
  5:00 p.m. Vessel Inspections        Giudice  1 
            Baker  2 
                 
6:30 p.m. Course Review - Evening Session     2 hours   All Participants 
 
   
          
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday            NAVIGATION & CHARTING 
 


Instruction/Location     Time   Instructor/Session 
               
 8:00 a.m. Module 16      4 hours   Skip Anderson 
12:00 p.m. Navigation / Chart Reading 
             
12:00 p.m. LUNCH 
 
1:00 p.m. Course Review      30 min   Course Coordinator 
              
1:30 p.m.  Test / Critique         1 hour   Course Coordinator 


 
     


2:30 p.m. Grade Tests / Award Certificates       as Assigned   1/2/3      
  
3:00 p.m. Adjourn 





		Practical Exercises

		Thursday         VESSEL ENFORCEMENT








WASHINGTON STATE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
2017 BASIC MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COURSE  


Foss Waterway Seaport   Tacoma, WA 
 


Review this information before attending this training course. 
 


REGISTRATION: 
Officers will need to register with both WSPRC and NASBLA. To register with NASBLA, go to the following 
link. www.nasbla.org/washingtonparks.   
 
WHEN & WHERE: 
The curriculum for the Basic Marine Law Enforcement (BMLE) training course covers five days and is about 
44 hours in length.  It includes three evening classes.  Attendance is required at all blocks of instruction to 
receive a Certificate of Completion. Plan to arrive on Sunday, May 14, by 3:00 PM. The course is scheduled to 
end at 3 PM Friday. Class begins at 8:00 AM on Monday in the Foss Waterway Seaport Classroom, Tacoma.  
Activities will be at Commencement Bay.   
 
Preferred lodging is the Best Western Plus Tacoma Dome Hotel, 2611 East E Street, Tacoma, (253) 272-7737. 
Please note that hotel reservations will only be accepted until April 29th at the special group rate. When 
reserving your room, please be sure to ask for the “BASIC MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT #2 BLOCK” 
to ensure you receive the special group rate. Rooms are priced at the state government per diem rate of $120.00 
per night plus tax/tourism fees.  The lodging and meals are your responsibility.  
 
WHAT TO BRING:  


1.   PROOF OF COMPLETION OF AN ACCREDITED BOATING EDUCATION COURSE.  All 
attendees must complete a ‘NASBLA’ recognized boating education course in advance.  If you have 
already completed a course or have a mandatory Boater Education Card, bring it to show proof of 
completion.  If not, then you must complete a course either on-line (www.boatus.org) or using our 
ADVENTURES IN BOATING (AIB) home study course.  Contact us at 360-902-8846 to request 
course materials.     


 
  You will not receive a Boater Education Card after completion of this course.  You are exempt     
   from the card requirements when operating a patrol boat on official business, but you may be      
   required to carry it when operating other recreational boats.      
  


  PATROL VESSEL – The vessel operation skills taught are essential for students to successfully demonstrate 
proficiency and meet course objectives.  You are required to bring a vessel in order to participate in the 
exercises and scenarios and must confirm with State Parks that you are bringing a patrol vessel to the 
course by contacting Cheri Peel at 360-902-8846 prior to the start date or complete the attached Student 
Vessel List and return to Ms. Peel. 


 
It is recommended that boats be driven to and from the secured training location, Foss Waterway Seaport “A” 
Dock, 705 Dock Street, Tacoma, 98402. Trailers are to be parked at the Foss Waterway Seaport Offices, 459A 
East 15th Street, Tacoma, 98421. Parking spaces are minimal and will be unsecured. Launchings will be from 
Point Defiance Marina, 5912 North Waterfront Drive, Tacoma 98407. Information is attached.  
 
Vessel Pre-Check – BEFORE arriving at the course you must take time to make sure your patrol vessel is 
ready for operation.  It should be tuned-up and taken on a “shakedown” cruise.  Vessels must be equipped with 
all required equipment under state regulations: lifejackets, fire extinguishers, sounding device, ventilation 
blower, working navigation lights, and for inboard engines, a secure, clean flame arrestor.  Each vessel must 
have 5-7 mooring lines (15’ minimum length), fenders, and a tow line (min. 100’ long).  Patrol vessels are 
required to be identified with flashing blue lights under state & federal regulations.  Light bars from land units 
with red & white lights do not comply with the regulations and are not legal.  Do not bring a vessel without 
flashing blue lights.   
Inspection of Patrol Vessels - Instructors will conduct a written inspection of each agency patrol vessel before 



http://www.nasbla.org/washingtonparks

http://www.boatus.org/





use at the course covering safety equipment, mechanical systems, and fittings.  Vessel deficiencies will be 
reported to the officer and State Parks will contact the program supervisor to correct deficiencies.  Vessels that 
are a safety hazard or put participants at risk will be unacceptable for use until corrected. The costs of 
correcting deficiencies will be the responsibility of the agency providing the vessel.   
 
 3.  PERSONAL GEAR - You must bring the following personal equipment: 
 -  A wearable lifejacket also called a ‘personal flotation device’ or PFD -- Bring the agency issued 


life jacket you will use when working on your patrol boat.   IT IS A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL 
PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING INSTRUCTORS, TO WEAR A LIFE JACKET DURING ALL 
COURSE EXERCISES WHEN ON THE WATER IN A VESSEL AND WHEN ON DOCKS.  
Manual and auto inflatable Type III lifejackets are acceptable under Labor & Industry standards 
when the label reads “Commercial Use”.  


 -  Pens/pencils and notepad.  A student manual in a 3-ring binder for course handouts is supplied.  
 -  Raingear, hat, sunglasses w/strap, sunblock, and lip balm.  Deck or tennis shoes w/non-skid 


soles are recommended when on the boats. Outside exercises will be conducted in all but severe 
weather conditions. 
- Bathing suit, towel, and agency-issue Personal Flotation Device, for the 2-hour pool session.  
Also bring a long sleeve button-up cotton shirt, long cotton pants, tennis shoes (no flip flops), duty 
belt and body armor (ALL MUST BE CLEAN). All will get wet.  Change into your suit before 
leaving the hotel and carry gear into the pool area.   


 - Optional equipment: binoculars and a gear bag will compliment your work on the water. 
 
 FUEL/SERVICE – Tacoma Fuel Dock, Inc. The fuel dock takes all major credit cards.  Limited mechanical 
repairs can be done in the Tacoma area.  When fuel tanks are topped off during cool weather in western WA, 
gas will expand and leak in warmer weather. To prevent fuel spills, DO NOT FILL FUEL TANK MORE 
THAN ¾ FULL prior to coming to the course. Officers will be responsible for cleanup and costs for spilled 
fuel. 
 
CLOTHING – Wear your appropriate marine patrol uniform to class on Monday morning and during all on-
water exercises.   Dress for the balance of the classroom instruction is casual.  Bring a second uniform in case 
of warm/wet weather.  Outside exercises (shore and on-water) will be conducted in all weather conditions 
except severe weather.   
 
NOTICE:  Although instructors will at all times maintain a high degree of care for the safety of all persons 
attending the course, it must be understood that neither the Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission, 
nor any of the cooperating agencies can or will assume financial responsibility for injuries, illness, or damages  
suffered as a result of any training received, nor can or will be responsible for any loss to students and their 
agencies as a result of damage to their equipment and property through fire, theft, neglect, or other causes.  
Each attendee must understand that participation in this training is at the attendee’s own risk. 
 
            
           
 
 
                                                 
 


 
 


 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 





		WHAT TO BRING:

		1.   PROOF OF COMPLETION OF AN ACCREDITED BOATING EDUCATION COURSE.  All attendees must complete a ‘NASBLA’ recognized boating education course in advance.  If you have already completed a course or have a mandatory Boater Education Card, bring it to ...






FOSS WATERWAY LOCATION 
Driving Directions to 705 Dock Street: 


1. From I-5, take the City Center/Tacoma Dome exit #133. 


2. Merge onto I-705 and follow the signs for Schuster Parkway. 


3. After you exit to Schuster Parkway, you will turn right at the light (4th Street Bridge). 


4. After crossing the bridge, the road turns to the south again and becomes Dock Street. 


Free parking for Seaport guests is available in the small parking lot directly adjacent to the Seaport building. A larger 


pay lot is located north of the Seaport if our spaces are full.  Both lots are monitored.  There is additional free street 


parking adjacent to the pay lot. 


Download a map with directions 


Link to map and directions printer version PDF  


Link to Foss Waterway Seaport on Google Maps 


 


 


 Driving Directions to our trailer parking at 459-A East 15th Street: 


1. From I-5, take the City Center/Tacoma Dome exit #133. 


2. Keep right at the fork in the ramp. 


3. Turn right onto E 26th St. 


4. Take the 2nd left onto E. D St. 


5. E. D St. becomes E. 15th St. 


6. 459-A East 15th Street is on the left. 
 


 



http://www.fosswaterwayseaport.org/sites/default/files/seaportdirections.pdf

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=705+Dock+Street,+Tacoma,+WA&hl=en&sll=41.376809,-95.712891&sspn=53.252774,114.169922&vpsrc=0&hnear=705+Dock+St,+Tacoma,+Pierce,+Washington+98402&t=m&z=16





 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


Water access to Foss Waterway Seaport secured dock A: 







 


 


Decimal Degrees (WGS84) 


Latitude Longitude 


47.257662 -122.43603 


Degrees, Minutes & Seconds 


Latitude Longitude 


N47 15 27 W122 26 09 


GPS 


Latitude Longitude 


N 47 15.460 W 122 26.162 


UTM 


 
X Y 


10N 542670 5233952 


 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=47.256908,-122.436625&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3

https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=47.256908,-122.436625&z=17&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3



		FOSS WATERWAY Location
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Don Hoch 
Director 


 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 


 


WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 


1111 Israel Road S.W.  • P.O. Box 42650 • Olympia, WA 98504-2650 • (360) 902-8500 
TDD (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf): (360) 664-3133 


www.parks.state.wa.us  
 
April 11, 2017  
 


 
 
NAME:       Officer Nathan Lynch                                               AGENCY: Port Orchard Police Department                       
COURSE:   Basic Marine Law Enforcement Training                        STARTING:   May 15-19 
 
Congratulations!  You have been selected to attend the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission's 40-
Hour Basic Marine Law Enforcement Training being held at the Foss Waterway Seaport in Tacoma, Washington.  
Class will start at 8 a.m. in the Foss Waterway Seaport classroom, 705 Dock Street Tacoma WA 98402.  
Information regarding course logistics is attached.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you will not be attending this course you must NOTIFY OUR OFFICE IMMEDIATELY at 
(360) 902-8846.  Substitutions are not accepted because there is a waiting list of officers who’ve already submitted 
applications and sending another officer in your place denies others from attending.   
 
Preferred lodging is at the Best Western Plus Tacoma Dome Hotel, 2611 East E Street in Tacoma, (253) 
272-7737. Be sure to ask for the “BMLE #2 – State Parks Basic Marine Law Enforcement Block” to 
ensure you receive the special group rate. Please note that hotel reservations will only be accepted 
until April 29th. 
 
The course has a forty-four hour curriculum with three evening classes.  Attendance is required at all blocks of 
instruction to receive a certificate of completion.   A prerequisite for the course is completion of the Adventures in 
Boating course or an equivalent nationally approved course.  
 
The enclosed information sheet has details on what to bring.  Uniforms are required to be worn the first day of class 
and during all on-water exercises.  Dress for the rest of the course is casual.  You must bring an agency patrol 
vessel for the course and call our office at (360) 902-8846 to confirm your vessel will be at the course.   
 
The instructors look forward to presenting high-quality instruction to develop your skills and knowledge to conduct 
boating education and enforcement services in your area.  Call Cheri Peel at (360) 902-8846 if you have any 
questions.  I look forward to seeing you at the class! 
 
 
Hoyle E Hodges 
Marine Law Enforcement Coordinator 
USCG Master 
Recreational Boating Program 
Washington State Parks 
Hoyle.Hodges@Parks.Wa.Gov 
360-902-8835 



http://www.parks.state.wa.us/

mailto:Hoyle.Hodges@Parks.Wa.Gov
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Point Defiance Marina  
5912 North Waterfront Drive 
Tacoma, WA 98407  
(253) 591-5325 


Directions 


The Point Defiance Marina is a site located within Point Defiance Park along Commencement Bay in Tacoma, WA, 
in the southern portion of the greater Seattle-Tacoma metro area.  


Access by Land 


The Point Defiance Marina can be accessed by land through Point Defiance Park. From I-5 take Exit 132 (State Route 
16) to 6th Avenue.  


Turn left on 6th Avenue and Right on Pearl Street/ SR 163 to Point Defiance Park. From Olympic Peninsula, take 
State Route 16 to Tacoma’s Pearl Street/ SR 163 Exit.  


Turn right and follow Pearl Street to the park. Map It! 


Access by Water 


The Point Defiance Marina can also be accessed via the water at Longitude 122.5139340 and Latitude 47.3064010. 
AREA 11: TACOMA-VASHON ISLAND 


 


 


Public Boat Launch 


A newly renovated eight-lane launch ramp, open year round sunrise to sunset is located next to the 
Vashon Ferry Terminal at Point Defiance Park.   
  
Launch Fees: 


• $13 for peak season, May 1 thru Sept. 30 
• $11 during off season, Oct. 1 thru April 30 
• An annual pass, valid April 1- March 31 each year, is available for $250. 
• $6.50 Non-Trailered Human Powered Craft 


Prices are subject to change. 
 
 





